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ATLAS is built around 12 case studies spanning the 
Atlantic Ocean from Norway to the Eastern Arctic 
that monitor a variety of ecosystems. Here we 
learn about the Lofoten-Vesterålen (LoVe) ocean 
observatory located o� Lofoten and Vesterålen, 
Norway.  

Case Study 1. The Lofoten-Vesterålen (LoVe)  
ocean observatory
The LoVe ocean observatory is located in the 
Norwegian Sea, approximately 12 km o� the coast of 
Northern Norway (N 68°90.816�, E 14°38.288�). Three 
sensor platforms powered from shore are located at 
depths of approximately 240 meters in a biological 
hot spot. The area hosts the main spawning area 

for the North Atlantic cod and a diverse and 
comprehensive cold-water coral habitat of Lophelia 
pertusa. 

The observatory is �nanced by ATLAS partner Statoil 
and is a collaborative project with the Norwegian 
Institute of Marine Research and the technology 
provider METAS. The intention of the observatory  
is to: 

CASE STUDY � THE LOVE OBSERVATORY
� �gain new knowledge about the dynamics of the 

ecosystem
� �serve as a test site for new technology, and to test 

the capability of long term deployment of existing 
technologies 

� �develop new methodologies for data analyses and 
interpretation of data

The high temporal frequency of the data recovered so 
far has resulted in new knowledge about the dynamics 
both in the water column and in the L. pertusa reefs. 
The documentation of L. pertusa changing colour 
throughout the year was the most ground-breaking 
news. 

Data collected at LoVe is publicly available and can 
be downloaded from the web portal using Google 
Chrome: http://love.statoil.com/ 

A new extension of �ve more cabled nodes will cover 
various habitats across the continental shelf, the 
shelf break and down to deep waters (approximately 
2500 m). The �ve new nodes are expected to be 
deployed in late summer 2018. The LoVe extension 
project has eight scienti�c partners within the 

Map showing the location of the Lofoten-Vesterålen (LoVe) ocean observatory o� Norway 'Statoil
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